
Figure	  1	  – Pair-‐housed	  calves	  are	  less	  
fearful	  of	  novel	  feed:	  

When	  presented	  with	  new	  feed	  (silage-‐
based	  TMR),	  calves	  housed	  in	  pairs	  ate	  
more	  feed	  than	  individually	  housed	  calves;	  
social	  buffering	  may	  reduce	  fearfulness	  in	  
socially	  housed	  animals.

Pair	  Housing	  in	  Calf	  Hutches

Take	  Home	  Messages:
• Pair-‐housed	  calves	  consume	  more	  starter	  before	  and	  after	  milk	  weaning	  compared	  to	  individually	  housed	  calves
• Pair-‐housed	  calves	  are	  less	  fearful	  of	  novelty	  compared	  to	  individually	  housed	  calves
• Standard	  hutches	  can	  be	  easily	  modified	  to	  allow	  for	  the	  pair	  housing	  of	  calves

Food	  neophobia test:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Consumption	  of	  novel	  feed

Objective	  and	  Methods Solid	  feed	  intake:	  
d	  14	  to	  d	  70	  of	  life

Objective:
To	  compare	  the	  effects	  of	  pair	  housing	  (using	  
adjacent	  hutches)	  versus	  standard	  individual	  
hutches	  on	  calf	  fearfulness	  and	  solid	  feed	  intake

Methods:
Adjacent	  hutches	  were	  connected	  to	  provide	  
calves	  access	  to	  both	  hutches	  and	  a	  common	  
run.	  This	  study	  took	  place	  on	  a	  commercial	  dairy	  
farm	  in	  Abbotsford,	  BC.

Figure	  2	  – Pair-‐housed	  calves	  consumed	  
more	  starter:	  

Calves	  housed	  in	  pairs	  ate	  more	  starter	  
before	  and	  after	  weaning	  from	  milk	  
compared	  to	  individually	  housed	  calves;	  
social	  facilitation	  may	  lead	  to	  increased	  
feed	  intake	  in	  socially	  housed	  animals.

Thank	  you	  to	  the	  Agwest Veterinary	  Group	  Ltd.	  (Abbotsford,	  BC,	  Canada)	  for	  your	  funding	  and	  support.	  UBC's	  Animal	  Welfare	  Program	  is	  supported	  by	  funding	  from	  NSERC's	  Industrial	  Research	  Chair	  Program	  with	  industry	  contributions	  from	  Dairy	  Farmers	  of	  Canada	  (Ottawa,	  ON,	  Canada),	  British	  Columbia	  Dairy	  Association	  (Burnaby,	  BC,	  Canada),	  Westgen
Endowment	  Fund	  (Milner,	  BC,	  Canada),	  Intervet Canada	  Corporation	  (Kirkland,	  QC,	  Canada),	  Novus	  International	  Inc.	  (Oakville,	  ON,	  Canada),	  	  Zoetis	  (Kirkland,	  QC,	  Canada),	  BC	  Cattle	  Industry	  Development	  Fund	  (Kamloops,	  BC,	  Canada),	  Alberta	  Milk (Edmonton,	  AB,	  Canada),	  Valacta (St.	  Anne-‐de-‐Bellevue,	  QC,	  Canada),	  and	  CanWest	  DHI	  (Guelph,	  ON,	  Canada).

Milk-‐fed	  dairy	  calves	  are	  often	  housed	  individually	  in	  hutches.	  Social	  housing	  can	  increase	  solid	  feed	  intake	  and	  reduce	  
food	  neophobia. A low-‐cost	  method	  of	  providing	  social	  contact	  is	  to	  pair	  adjacent	  hutches.

N
ov
el
	  F
oo

d	  
In
ta
ke
	  (k

g/
30
	  m

in
)

900
800
700
600
500
400
300
200
100
0

Laura	  Whalin,	  Daniel	  M.	  Weary	  and	  Marina	  A.G.	  von	  Keyserlingk

Pair-‐housed
Individually	  housed

Day	  14	  -‐ 34 Day	  35	  -‐ 55 Day	  56	  -‐ 70

Age	  Range	  of	  Calves

St
ar
te
r	  I
nt
ak
e	  
(k
g/
d)

0

1

2

3

4

Pair-‐housedIndividually	  housed

Calf	  Housing

0

0.05

0.10

0.15

0.20

0.25

0.30

Abstract	  #:	  T2


